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nation of social ideals, in the disentanglement of social complex
ities, and in the inspiration of social service;" but he expresses
with utter frankness his conviction as to the perils which beset
a preacher in themes and ministries like these, "the danger that
the broadening conception of the preacher's mission may lead
to the emphasis of the Old Testament message of reform rather
than the New Testament message of redemption." "I believe
it is possible," he says, "for the sociologist to impair the evan
gelist in the preacher, and that a man can lose his power to un
veil and display 'the unsearchable riches of Christ.'" The
warning, as he gives it, would seem to be just and timely.

He spreads a rich and wholesome repast, as the table of Con
tents will indicate: "The Call to be a Preacher;" "The Perils
of a Preacher ;" "The Preacher's Themes;" "The Preacher in
His Study j" "The Preacher in His Pulpit;" "The Preacher in
His Home ," "The Preacher as a Man of Affairs." No late book
on these subjects is better worth purchasing and studying.

GEO. B. EAGER.

Moral Leadership and the Ministry. By Edward E. Keedy. Hor
ace Worth Company, Boston. 1912. Pp. 200.

This book may be associated with Mott's "Future Leader
ship of the Church" as truly complementary. Both are repre
sentative of a literature that has grown out of a deepening sense
of the dearth of strong men enlisting for ministry at home and
abroad. Both lay stress on the quality and character rather
than the number of men needed for such a time as this. The
deepest cry is for more man rather than more men. But, while
more involved in style, this book is far superior in thought to
Mott's, and more adequate to the end in view. It recognizes an
instinct and longing for leadership in every live soul "brooded
by the Spirit of God" and "feeling the pull of the divine love."
But how to make this moral capital which "Religion with its
central fact, God" has released upon the world tell for the good
of the world-that is the real problem j-ho\f the renewed man
may gather it up in his own life and convert it into conviction
and enthusiasm for humanity, and thus become "the power of
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God in constraining men, the controlling will in society"-that
is the question here dealt with in seven suggestive chapters un
der these heads: "Religion and Leadership," "The Spirit of
Leadership," "Religion, the Equipment for Leadership," "The
Ministry's Loss of Leadership," "The Power to Constrain or
Lead," "The Leader's Program" and "The Training for Lead
ership. " "If meeting the ministry and the church in their re
treat, " this book "should call to a valor which would entrench
them afresh in the reverence and hope of the world, as valor has
more than once done," says the author, "its aim would be ac
complished. " He is profoundly convinced and argues well that
only the truly religious man has equipment for the leadership
needed-" he shares the superhuman, he lays hold of the divine,
he incarnates God."

The closing chapter, on "Training for Leadership," lays just
stress on the depth, amplitude and thoroughness of the training
required. Such leadership can come out of nothing but a deeply
laid certitude that the nature and ground of things are in alli
ance with it and its endeavors. The leader must know the essen
tial and ultimate facts of the universe. This means Theology.
But the day is past when the minister can make headway with
Theology alone. Comparative Religion, Philosophy, Science, So
ciology, Ethics, Psychology, even Politics all have their contri
bution to make, for Theology runs almost at once into them and
all are strengthened together. Then the man who would lead
must know contemporary life, so as to take advantage of every
current that goes in his direction and be able to give right help
.where men are overstrained and overborne.

Theological Seminaries are at fault, in so far as the instruc
tion given is truth to be learned and taught, rather as a system
of doctrine, than a foundation and inspiration _for a positive,
achieving life j in short, to make scholars rather than leaders,
with their deepest sources of power untouched.

The book commends itself to the study of our leading laymen
as well as of those who aspire to be leaders in the ministry.

GEO. B. EA.GER.
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